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PARTICIPANTS 

 

Table 1: Limits and innovation possibilities in medical-humanitarian action 

 

Speakers 

 

JEAN HERVÉ BRADOL. Research Director of MSF, Paris. 

 

Dr. Jean-Hervé Bradol is the Research Director of MSF Foundation in 

Paris. In 1987 he specialized in Tropical Medicine at Paris VI University. 

In 1988 he obtained a doctorate at the Medical School of Paris VII 

University. This year he also studied Emergency Medicine and 

afterwards, he specialized in Medical Epidemiology. 

 

From 1985 to 1989 he worked in Emergency medicine in public and 

private facilities. Then, from 1989 to 1993 he devoted himself to field 

missions, for MSF. He also worked as Desk Officer in the Operation 

Department of MSF, Paris (1994-1995). During this time, he also was 

Director of Communication for MSF, Paris. From 1998-2000 he became 

Director of Operations. He held the post of President of MSF France during 8 years (2000-

2008). After that, he has worked as Research director of MSF Foundation. 

 

OLAF VALVERDE, Medical Manager of DNDi 

 

Dr. Olaf Valverde Mordt joined DNDi as Clinical Project Manager 

on 22 June 2009. Dr. Valverde, who most recently served as 

Country Coordinator for Médecins du Monde in Indonesia, has 

over 20 years of field experience in developing countries, including 

four years as Field Officer for the MSF Access to Essential 

Medicines Campaign in Guatemala and Indonesia, where he 

participated in the initial steps of access to AIDS treatment in 

Central America.  From 1987 until 2006, Dr. Valverde held various 

positions at Médecins Sans Frontières in Latin America, Africa and 

Asia. He was the General Director of the Spanish section of MSF 

between 1995 and 1997. He worked on human African 

trypanosomiasis in Uganda (1989), Angola (1995) and DR of 

Congo (2003). In the last two countries he explored and prepared two intervention proposals on 

areas with epidemic level of trypanosomiasis. He is medical doctor trained in the Complutense 

University of Madrid (1984), he got a Diploma in Tropical Medicine for the University of 

Barcelona in 1988 and he has a Masters of Sciences in Public Health in Developing Countries 

for the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine since 1994. 



 

 

 

ORIOL DE SOLÀ-MORALES. Medical Director of SabirMedical SL, a biotechnological start-up 

located in Barcelona Scientific Park. 

 

Dr.Oriol de Solá-Morales obtained a degree on Medicine and 

Surgery at the Autonomous University of Barcelona in 1994. 

After specializing in Internal Medicine (resident at Mútua de 

Terrasa Hospital), he gained a Master’s degree on Health 

Policy, Planning and Financing (at LSE) and at the London 

School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM). In 2009 

he received a diploma on Leadership and Equipment 

Management at the Ramón Llull University. Aside from having 

clinical experience until 2008, he worked as a coordinator for 

the Health Policy Unit (2002-2004) in the Health Technology 

Evaluation and Medical Research Agency (AATRM) and 

afterwards as a hospital coordinator in Sant Joan de Déu, Aragon (2004-2007). After being 

Deputy Director, he was Director of AATRM, currently AIAQS. Nowadays, he is Medical Director 

of SabirMedical SL, a biotechnological start-up located in Barcelona Scientific Park. His 

research fields cover, apart from economic evaluation, resources prioritization (linked or not to 

Health Technology Evaluation), innovation assessment and pharmaceutical policy, being 

access to the market highly stressed. 

 

Moderator 

 

EMILIO DE BENITO CAÑIZARES. Health/Science editor of El País 

 

Emilio de Benito earned a degree on Chemistry at Complutense 

University of Madrid and a master’s on Journalism at Autonomous 

University. From the year 2000 he has worked for El País as social 

subjects’ editor (health, NGO, environment, science, minorities). It is 

worth highlighting two awards recognizing his career, namely one 

from Gais Positius of Catalunya and the other one from Spanish 

Foundation for Aids Research and Prevention on the occasion of the 

30-year Aids pandemic. He is also professor of the master’s on 

Health Journalism of the Spanish Association of Health Journalists.  

 

 

Mesa 2. Global emergency of vaccine preventable diseases. Medical operational and 

advocacy challenges. Measles epidemics and others.  

 

Speakers 

 

FLORENCE FERMON. Leader MSF vaccination working group 

 

Florence Fermon obtained a diploma on nursing in 1977. Then 

she studied Tropical medicine in Antwerp (Belgium). After that, 

she gained a University diploma (postgraduate course) on field 

epidemiology, and on method of survey in public health (Paris). 

Since 1992 she has been working in MSF medical department 

in Paris. Florence Fermon has also been MSF’s vaccination 

coordinator on the increasing number of measles epidemics. 



 

 

MAYA VAN DEN ENT. Health Specialist (measles& health emergencies) of UNICEF Nueva 

York.  

 

Maya van den Ent works currently at UNICEF and 

coordinates the global measles and meningitis 

programs for the organization. Before she joined 

UNICEF headquarters in New York, she has been 

working in the field as medical coordinator, 

consultant and project coordinator in Africa and 

Asia, for UNICEF and for several international 

NGOs. She is trained as a pharmacist in the 

Netherlands and earned a masters’ degree in Public 

Health at the London School of Hygiene and 

Tropical Medicine.  

 

 

REBECCA FREEMAN GRAIS. Epidemiology and Population Health Director at Epicentre 

(Paris). 

 

Rebecca Freeman Grais is the Director of 

Epidemiology and Population Health at Epicentre. 

Over the course of her career, Grais’ research has 

focused on infectious disease dynamics both at the 

global scale and in Sub-Saharan Africa.  She has 

focused on vaccination in response to epidemics as 

well as on population-based studies of the 

effectiveness of preventive measures. 

She has been Fellow for Harvard Humanitarian 

Initiative, as well as Visiting Scientist at Harvard 

School of Public Health. 

 

 

 

Moderator 

 

PEDRO PABLO PALMA URRUTIA. Medical Director of MSF – Spain. 

 

Pedro Pablo Palma is a doctor specialized in General 

Surgery. He obtained a Master’s on International Health and 

a diploma on Tropical Medicine and Public Health. From 

1996 to 2000 he worked at different hospitals and in various 

humanitarian projects in Guatemala and Mexico. In 2001 he 

joined MSF España as surgeon and then as project and 

medical coordinator and head of missions in several African 

and Latin American countries. In 2005 he joined the 

headquarters in Barcelona as medical reference for the 

Emergency Unit and since November 2007 he is director of 

the Medical Department. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Table 3: The role of humanitarian organizations in Arab Spring crisis context: 

Contextualization, impact on civil population security and welfare, and factors that 

increase the difficulty in giving humanitarian response. Role played by MSF and other 

humanitarian NGOs 

 

Speakers 

 

JESÚS A. NÚÑEZ VILLAVERDE. Codirector of IECAH. 

 

Economist and military man, he is Codirector of 

IECAH. Specialized in security, he has paid 

special attention to the Arab-Muslim world, peace 

building and conflicts prevention. From 1987 to 

1990 he focused his career on security and 

defense issues on the East-West field. At the 

same time he keeps interest in international 

security, from 1990 on his activity has aimed at the 

Mediterranean area, mainly to Maghreb and 

Middle East, studying on the one hand the 

economic field and on the other hand, the security and defense field (relationships between EU-

Mediterranean area, Spain-Mediterranean area, development cooperation, analysis of the 

economic and defense structure of the South-East countries, weapons control, trust measures, 

conflicts prevention, etc). He has also published more than 150 articles for national and 

international media. 

 

 

HÜSEYIN ORUÇ. Deputy president of Board of Trustees of The Foundation for Human Rights 

and Freedoms and Humanitarian Relief (IHH). 

 

Hüseyin Oruç gained diplomas in Tourism 

Management in 1991 and Public Management in 

1996 from Boğaziçi University. He worked in the 

tourism sector as a tour operator and hotel 

manager in Istanbul. He is one of the founders of 

The Foundation for Human Rights and Freedoms 

and Humanitarian Relief, IHH, a Turkish NGO 

based in Istanbul. For 8 years, he managed 

various international projects of IHH, such as the 

Banda Aceh tsunami relief effort in 2004, the 

Pakistan earthquake relief effort in 2005, the Freedom Flotilla to Gaza in 2010, the Haiti 

earthquake relief effort in 2010, the Qurbani Project 2010 in 126 countries, the Pakistan flood 

relief effort 2010, the Cataract Project (2007- ongoing, more than 43.000 cataract surgeries are 

completed) in 10 African countries etc. He is a founding Trustee of The Humanitarian Forum, 

UK, and founding member of UNIW (the Union of NGOs of Islamic World) on behalf of IHH. He 

was head of the Preparation Committee of Code of Conducts for Islamic NGOs for OIC. He is a 

delegate for UN and OIC on behalf of IHH. Mr. Oruc is currently deputy president of Board of 

Trustees. He is married with 3 children.  

 

 



 

 

AITOR ZABALGOGEAZKOA. General Director of MSF - Spain. 

 

Since 2006 he is the Executive Director of Doctors without 

Borders- Spain (MSF-E), where he started to work in 1994. He 

has worked as a logistics expert, field coordinator, logistic 

coordinator and Emergencies Coordinator in 25 missions in 

different contexts. 

 

In 2006 he was producer of the documentary Invisibles and 

the audiovisual project 20 years MSF-E. He also taught 

Audiovisual media production (Mondragón University) and 

emergencies and humanitarian affairs (Deusto University). 

From 2003 to 2005 he was Head of Emergency Unit of MSF 

OCBA, as well as Responsible for exploratory missions and emergencies in Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, Darfur or evaluations in Iran, Zambia, Guinea Bissau, Ethiopia, Darfur, 

Sri Lanka, Chechnya and Angola. From 2001 to 2003 he was Coordinator of the Emergency 

Unit (Palestine, Colombia, Congo, Irak, Chechnya, Gambia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Central 

African Republic (MSF-H), Ceuta, Argentina).  

 

Between 1994 and 2000: Log. MSF-E Georgia, CT MSF-E Georgia. China CG MSF-ET. 

Tanzania CG MSF-ET. Colombia CT MSF-E. Colombia CT MSF-H, Honduras Communication 

MSF-E, Guinea Bissau CG MSF-E. Kosovo CG MSFE-E. Tayikistan Evaluation AKF. From 

1990 to 1994 he worked as a TV producer for the Basque public television (ETB).  

 

Regarding his academic background, in 1992 he obtained a Master’s on Media Strategic 

Management (USC Los Angeles) after graduating on Public Relations and Publicity (CVNP 

Bilbao) in 1988. This year he also gained a diploma on TV Production (CEV Madrid), after 

obtaining a diploma on Graphic and TV reporter (ECV Bilbao) in 1985. 

 

 

Moderator 

 

CONSUELO LOPEZ ZURIAGA. Director of Institutional Relations. Department of Campaigns 

and Studies. Intermon Oxfam. Madrid. Spain. 

 

Consuelo was Director of Humanitarian Campaigning at 

Oxfam from October 2009 to January 2011. She worked as 

Director of External Relations at Medecins Sans Frontieres 

from 2002 to 2006. Moreover, she has experience in 

different countries: Dominican Republic and Haiti (in 

education programmes); Ecuador, El Salvador, Rwanda, 

Ghana, Benin and Togo (in primary health care and 

humanitarian aid).Among her duties, it is important to 

mention Advocacy campaigns on humanitarian affairs and 

conflicts, Policy Advice, Lobby Actions and Institutional 

Representation. She obtained a Master’s on International 

Relations at London School of Economics and Political Science.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/oxfam?trk=ppro_cprof
http://www.linkedin.com/company/m-decins-sans-fronti-res-msf-?trk=ppro_cprof


 

 

Mesa 4: Challenges and future of humanitarian action in current context: aid 

politicization, security, access, humanitarian principles, etc. 

 

Speakers 

 

MARC DUBOIS. Executive Director of MSF-UK. 

 

Marc DuBois took over as Executive Director of MSF-UK in late 

March 2008.  He joined MSF in 1999, landing as a project 

coordinator in Khartoum, Sudan, where he managed a basic 

healthcare program.  Following Sudan Marc went to Angola as 

a Humanitarian Affairs Officer and then moved to Amsterdam, 

spending over six years in the Humanitarian Affairs Department 

of MSF-Holland, first as an advisor and later as head of 

department and researcher. Having grown up in suburban 

Philadelphia and received a degree in philosophy from Yale 

University (BA 1981), Marc then spent two and a half years 

organizing chicken raising and well construction projects in 

rural peasant communities of Burkina Faso with the U.S. Peace 

Corps.  After returning from Burkina Marc obtained an MA in 

development studies from the Institute of Social Studies in The 

Hague (1988) and later a degree in law from Columbia University in New York (JD 1994).  After 

clerking for a federal court judge in New Orleans, Marc was awarded a Skadden Arps Public 

Interest Law Fellowship to fight housing discrimination in New Orleans.  He still considers 

himself a better bartender than humanitarian, and has been struggling to produce a collection of 

short stories dealing with aid workers in Africa. 

 

 

JAN KELLETT. Programme Leader of Global Humanitarian Assistance, Development 

Initiatives. 

 

Jan Kellett is programme leader of the Global 

Humanitarian Assistance programme at Development 

Initiatives, a programme dedicated to unearthing and 

presenting the truth about humanitarian financing, the 

flagship production being the annual GHA report on 

global humanitarian financing. Jan joined the 

organisation after spending more than 10 years working 

in some of the most complex humanitarian and recovery 

contexts, mostly for the United Nations. He has worked 

in Irak, Afghanistan, Sudan, Indian Kashmir, Nepal, 

Pakistan, Bangladesh, Namibia, Jordan, and the 

Balkans and has a range of experience in post-conflict and post-disaster settings, from the 

management of post-conflict recovery programmes at field level, through to senior level UN 

coordination and leadership duties. His work has included the implementation of community-

infrastructure projects in Iraq and Afghanistan, running a host-family project for the refugees 

from the Macedonian war, together with Thomson Reuters the development of the first 

independent news agency for Iraq, examining the disaster management structure of Macedonia, 

undertaking the post-disaster needs assessment in Kashmir, the coordination of UN activities in 

South Sudan, Bangladesh and Iraq. In recent months he has also been leading detailed  

 

 



 

 

investigations into preparedness financing on behalf of the IASC. In the four years leading up to 

joining Development Initiatives, Jan was senior advisor to various UN resident and humanitarian 

coordinators. Jan holds a degree in Media Arts from Royal Holloway and a Masters in 

Civilisation and Barbarism from Queen Mary and Westfield. 

 

 

ANTONIO DONINI. Senior Researcher at the Feinstein International Center at Tufts University 

 

Antonio Donini is a Senior Researcher at the Feinstein 

International Center at Tufts University, where he works on issues 

relating to humanitarianism and the future of humanitarian action. 

From 2002 to 2004 he was a Visiting Senior Fellow at the Watson 

Institute for International Studies at Brown University. He has 

worked for 26 years in the United Nations in research, evaluation, 

and humanitarian capacities. His last post was as Director of the 

UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance to 

Afghanistan (1999-2002). Before going to Afghanistan he was 

chief of the Lessons Learned Unit at OCHA, where he managed a 

program of independent studies on the effectiveness of relief 

efforts in complex emergencies. He has published widely on 

evaluation, humanitarian, and UN reform issues. In 2004 he co-

edited the volume Nation-Building Unraveled? Aid, Peace, and Justice in Afghanistan 

(Kumarian Press).  Since then he has published several articles exploring the implications of the 

crises in Afghanistan and Iraq for the future of humanitarian action as well as on 

humanitarianism and globalization.  He has coordinated the Humanitarian Agenda 2015 

research project which analysed local perceptions of humanitarian action in 13 crisis countries 

and in 2008 he authored the final HA 2015 report, The State of the Humanitarian Enterprise 

(see <fic.tufts.edu>). He is currently finalizing an edited volume on the politicization and 

manipulation of humanitarian action. 

 

 

Moderator 

FRANCISCO REY. Codirector del IECAH.  

 

Francisco Rey is founder and Codirector of IECAH. 

Specialized in public health, he earned a master’s on 

International Relations. From the 1980s he has experience on 

Red Cross, other NGOs and official cooperation in different 

development cooperation and humanitarian action tasks. He 

devotes himself to research, consulting and teaching about 

cooperation and aid. Moreover, he works as professor of 

diverse postgraduate courses. He was also consultant for the 

European Commission, the European Economic and Social 

Committee, the government of Nederland, Sweden and different institutions of Spanish 

Cooperation (Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation, AECID; General 

Office of Development Policies Panning and Evaluation, DGPOLDE; Catalonian Agency of 

Development Cooperation, Córdoba City Council, etc.) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

His interest fields cover from general aspects about the role of humanitarian action in the 

current world, trends about its financing and postwar rehabilitation to issues related to the 

quality of action and planning, management and evaluation proceedings. 

 

He has carried out missions in many countries of Latin America (Colombia, Nicaragua, 

Honduras, El Salvador, etc), as well as in Morocco, Mozambique and India. 

 

Furthermore, he has published numerous articles about development, humanitarian action, etc. 

Among his books are “The humanitarian debate”, wrote in collaboration with Víctor de Currea 

and published by Icaria in 2002, and “Handbook of Project Cycle Management in Humanitarian 

Action”, wrote with Ana Urgoiti and published by Fundación La Caixa in June 2005. He is 

responsible for the Annual Reports on Humanitarian Action published by IECAH and 

coordinator of the Humanitarian Action Observatory. 


